
Year 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 
Events   May 7 

Dien 
Bien Phu 
July 20-
21 
Geneva 

March-
June 
sects  
23 
October 
Referend
um 

   April 
559 
Trans Gp 

Commun
ists 
reverting 
to guerill 
war 
11-12 
Nov 
Coup 

 Feb 27, 
AD-6 
assassina
tion 
attempt 

2 Jan Ap 
Bac 
Buddhist 
uprisings 
1 Nov  
Coup 

Coups, 
Tonkin, 
Leaping 
Lena 

Air 
Strikes; 
US 
Ground 
Combat 
Forces 
Ky Coup 

  Tet 
Paris 
Talks 
Bombing 
Halt 

 Sihanouk 
ousted 

 Spring 
Offensiv
e 

Paris 
Accords 

 Fall of 
Saigon 

Zodiac Dragon Snake Horse Goat Monkey Chicken Dog Pig Mouse Buffalo Tiger Cat Dragon Snake Horse Goat Monkey Chicken Dog Pig Mouse Buffalo Tiger Cat 
 VNA    ARVN                    
Force 
Level 

  210,000 170,000  140,361 Army: 
140,620; 
Navy: 
4800; Air 
Force: 
4580 

  +20,000 205,000 -51 Divs 225,000 302.600 325,000          

Army 40 Bns 6 div 
equi. 

 77,685 
military; 
4000 
civilian 6 
divs 

      Planning 
for 15 
Divs 
163 

9 
divisions 

   190 Bn 
equiv. 

        

Air Force    33,000 
military; 
150 
civilian 

C-47, 
AD-6? 

 15 H-
34’s 

  11 H-
34’s 

5,000 
B-26 

             

Navy  1600 Off 
& EM 

 3000 mil, 
250 civ 

      5,000 644 
junks 

            

Marines   Org 
October 
2 bn 

                     

Rangers        9,800 in 
cos 

Comman
do Trng 

+5,000               

RF  Sect 
militias 

35,000 
aux 

 Civil 
Guard 

53,775   Under 
Interior? 

68,000 67,000  90,000 132,000 150,000          

PF     SDC 
43,500 

49,550    49,2000 57,000  80,000 136,400 192.500          

CIDG            40,000             
Police           7000              
Advisors French   MAAG –

TRIM 
under 
French 
C-in-C 

FHV 
dissolved 
25 Apil 
TERM 

    Advisors 
permitted 
to co 
level 

MACV              

Unit 
Organiza
tion 

 21st 
Mobile 
Group 
(9/1/53) 

 (21st 
Infantry 
Division 
((1/1/55) 
21st Field 
Div 
(8/1/55) 
1st Field 
Div 
(11/1/55 

   Ist Inf 
Dav 
(1/1/59) 

Scale 
back 10-
7 divs 

          3rd Inf 
Div 

    

         Conventi
onal v. 
counter-
guerilla 
war 

               

 



 
Date/Year Dec-54 Dec-55 Dec-56 Dec-57 Dec-58 Dec-59 Dec-60 Dec-61 Dec-62 Dec-63 Dec-64 
            
Total Authorized 
Strength: 230,000           
Army 165,000 170,000  140,361 140,620  150,000  205,000  220,360 

Actual            
Divisions 6 8 10  7       
Independent Regiments  13         
Ranger Companies/Bns         86 Cos  
Total Battalions            
Air Force     4,580    5,000  10,521 

Actual            
Navy 1,600    4,800    5,000  8,194 

Actual            
Marine Corps           7,209 

Actual            
CIDG          40,000 21,454 

Actual            
(Cos)            
Civil Guard    57,775    68,000 67,000   
Regional Forces 65,000          96,049 

Actual            
(Cos)  60 Bns          
SDC   60,000         
Popular Forces    49,550    49,200 57,000  168,317 

Actual            
(Plts)            
Hamlet Militia            
Armed Combat Youth           70,145 
Sûreté-VBI    6,500        
Municipal Police    10,500        
National Police Field Force          31,395 
            
            
Date/Year Dec-54 Dec-55 Dec-56 Dec-57 Dec-58 Dec-59 Dec-60 Dec-61 Dec-62 Dec-63 Dec-64 
Zodiac Horse Goat Monkey Chicken Dog Pig Mouse Buffalo Tiger Cat Dragon 



 

Date/Year Dec-65 Dec-66 Dec-67 Dec-68 Dec-69 Dec-70 Dec-71 Dec-72 Dec-73 Dec-74
  end FY/66        
Total Authorized Strength: 633,645 678,728 866,434 883,730 1,054,125 1,046,254 1,089,982   
Army 267,877  288,908 374,132 374,132 433,989 444,237 448,953   

Actual  283,898  380,270 416,278 414,074 407,963 458,473   
Divisions 10 10 10     11   
Independent Regiments 1 2 2        
Ranger Companies/Bns 20 Bns Gps    20 Bns 7 Gps 21 Bns   
Total Battalions 149 153     193    
Air Force 12,778  16,448 32,587 32,587 38,780 46,998 54,507   

Actual  14,647 16,661 18,625 36,469 44,997 49,475 51,629   
Navy 14,559  15,964 19,344 28,700 39,611 40,681 39,742   

Actual  17,349  18,882 30,143 40,709 42,267 42,136   
Marine Corps 7,380  7,452 9,304 10,419 13,462 14,072 14,402   

Actual  7049 7,561 9,154 11,528 13,635 14,312 16,128   
CIDG 28,430 41,028  48,000 24,000 RBDB     

Actual  31,477  42,251       
(Cos) 200       33 RBDM   
Civil Guard           
Regional Forces 132,221 152,516 186,868 252,947 255,167 294,446 295,985 324,561   

Actual  149,844 152,549 219,762 260,455 283,106 283,680 300,485   
(Cos)  759 939    1679    
SDC           
Popular Forces 136,398 147,440 163,088 178,140 182,725 250,027 250,027 206,628   

Actual   151,945 172,536 214,383 250,889 248,557 213,908   
(Plts)   4271    8493    
Hamlet Militia           
Armed Combat Youth           
Sûreté           
           
National Police Field 
Force 52,750          

   
see fn 
70        

      
12/70 CIDG Program Phased 
out Jun 71 RF/PF became components of ARVN

Date/Year Dec-65 Dec-66 Dec-67 Dec-68 Dec-69 Dec-70 Dec-71 Dec-72 Dec-73 Dec-74
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